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the 'black market': they are far too many and too various. The
columns of the Paris and Vichy newspapers are filled every day
with paragraphs about the arrest or condemnation of swindlers,
the seizure of stocks, the multiplication of ways and means of
repression.
One of the most extensive branches of these illegal dealings is
the resale of coupons, tickets, or vouchers that enable the holder to
buy extra quantities of rationed commodities. At first these sales
were principally made by holders of cards who saved their coupons
or who were hard put to it for money, or by wives of prisoners who
found themselves in improper possession of cards made out in
their husbands' names. But gradually there have sprung up
gangs of forgers who are printing and issuing counterfeit tickets.
New cards less easily imitated are to be distributed in the near
future. In the meantime a law of September 7, 1941, establishes
the penalty of transportation with hard labour for life for forging
food cards.
Above all it is the bread tickets that form the subject of this
traffic. The members of a single gang had issued cards covering
a million and a half kilogrammes (Radio-Paris, June 4, 1941).
This is easily explained, as the bread tickets permit the purchase
of flour, pastry, and biscuits, as well as bread in the strict sense.
Alongside the illicit sale of cards or tickets there goes on the
unauthorized sale on a large scale of rationed products either by
producers, or by shopkeepers, or by middlemen, of whom there
is a regular swarm. This sale is effected at prices very much higher
than the official controlled prices. As for goods that are not
rationed but controlled in price, it is becoming almost impossible
to find them in the recognized markets; all the selling takes place
in the ' black market' at much higher rates.
And lastly, around this great swindle revolve all the little
swindles, by which the shopkeepers diminish the quantity without
decreasing the price, or make the sale of price-controlled goods
conditional on the simultaneous sale of other goods, and so on.
At the present moment nine out of ten French people are cheat-
ing or trying to cheat, either as sellers or as buyers.
And the peasantry itself, that pillar of the Vichy social order, is
contributing largely to the growth of the ' black market.' And
this for reasons springing from the inadequate official prices, and
also, it must be admitted, to avoid the vexations and red tape with
which the Vichy regime smothers them. Look at the editorial
article in Lie Temps of April 27, 1941:
Regulations and controls bring about the same consequences
-when they are excessive or clumsy.    The peasants understand very
that in the present circumstances all crops and all stocks must